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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
MARTIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY – JUNE 7, 2022 
@ 9:00 A.M. 

 
The regular meeting of the Martin County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 
a.m. by Chairman Elliot Belgard.  Commissioners present were Steve Flohrs, Kathy Smith, 
Richard Koons, James Forshee, and Elliot Belgard.  Also present were Scott Higgins, Martin 
County Coordinator, Terry Viesselman, County Attorney (via WebEx videoconferencing), Jessica 
Korte, Martin County Auditor/Treasurer, Leigha Johnson, Human Resources Director, Brooke 
Wohlrabe, Sentinel Newspaper, Julie Walters, Administrative Assistant, and members of staff and 
public. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the agenda for the June 7, 2022 regular 
Board of Commissioners meeting with the following additions: 6.2 Consider Lien Release on 
Deferred Loans for the Carol Swanson Estate, and 9.12 Consider Hire of Temporary Water Safety 
Patrol Deputies – Sheriff’s Office.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the minutes from the May 17, 2022 
regular Board of Commissioners meeting.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Diane Sanders, Martin County Recorder, was present and introduced Joann McGowan, newly 
hired Account Technician in the Recorder’s Office.  McGowan began her new duties on May 19, 
2022. 
 
The Board welcomed McGowan and wished her well in her new role. 
 
Representative Bjorn Olson was present and provided a Legislative Update including the bonding 
bill that was discussed during the recent legislative session.  Olson noted the session wrapped up 
on May 23, 2022 and everything pretty much fell apart that weekend starting on Saturday.  There 
was a tentative agreement between the Senate and the House that we spend $4 billion in tax cuts 
which the best thing out of that would have been social security; but they couldn’t reach an 
agreement.  Olson went on to note the real kicker was the bonding bill.  We had a couple different 
versions of it and we were playing the game the last couple weeks of trying to make things work, 
trying to put things in.  We had a lot of lengthy discussions that you were all kind of a part of with 
how we could maybe get this to work out.  So, we have no bonding bill, we have no $4 billion 
dollars’ worth of spending, we have no $4 billion dollars’ worth of tax cuts; but, we didn’t quite 
fail.  We did the things that we had to do which was the Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund got 
replenished, there was also some front-line worker pay that got approved and we did some stuff 
for veterans.  So, those are kind of the three big ticket items that were accomplished this last 
session.  The bonding bill it died on Sunday night and right now there is clambering for a special 
session.  The only reason why a special session, in our opinion, would be of any value is for a 
bonding bill and right now there is no real agreement on how we can make that bonding bill 
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happen.  So, I’m not going to bet money on a special session happening.  I don’t know if I’ll bet 
against it...but I don’t know if I’ll bet on it happening.  So, we might be back at it in January trying 
again.   
 
Chairman Belgard noted first of all we want to thank you for what you do and the efforts you make 
on our behalf.  But, obviously you understand the urgency for this group for that bonding bill for 
our Regional Justice Center.  And, to say we’re waiting another year, well we waited another year 
for many years and it’s kind of now or never for us because we feel like we got in line, we did it 
just like we were supposed to; the state gave us $2.1 million dollars two years ago for planning (a 
justice center) and that’s pretty much shot now.  In another year it will be.  And then if it doesn’t 
happen then, then it’s another year and we’re just at our wits’ end here.  The urgency is right now 
for us.   
 
Commissioner Smith noted like Chairman Belgard said we worked really hard on this and we 
thought we did everything right and we did everything right.  So, it is really disheartening for this 
group to hear that politics got in the way of doing the right thing for our constituents. 
 
Terry Viesselman, County Attorney, noted next year we won’t have Senator Julie Rosen 
representing us in the senate anymore and so we lose all the considerable influence she has.  So 
yes, it is very concerning that it just didn’t get done this year. 
 
The Board stated their appreciation to Representative Olson for the legislative update. 
 
Robert Long, Lobbyist with Larkin Hoffman Attorneys, was present (via WebEx 
videoconferencing) and provided an update on the County’s bonding request for state and federal 
funds for the proposed Martin County Regional Public Safety and Justice Center. 
 
Long noted we had a conference call with the Justice Center Committee last week so obviously 
the good news is we met the first threshold.  We got onto the two US Senators (Klobuchar and 
Smith) recommendations for $3.5 million dollars from the US Department of Agriculture 
Community and Facilities Grant Program for the proposed Regional Public Safety and Justice 
Center.  The good news is that we met that first big threshold step.   
 
Long went on to note what happens now is a committee mark-up process. There are 12 different 
subcommittees of the US Senate Appropriations Committee and each oversee different areas of 
the federal budget.  What they do over the next several months is marking up their section of the 
overall appropriations bill.  Our task over the next few months is to work with our two US Senators, 
their staff, and Senator Baldwins staff and her subcommittee staff to try and do our best job of 
making sure that our project is one of those projects that gets on that subcommittee 
recommendation.  Once they have finished that markup if we make it onto that subcommittee 
markup list in August then I think we have a pretty good shot at getting funded.  When they actually 
adopt the budget is another unknown but the big thing next is to get on this subcommittee list.  
Long also noted that since the County’s funding request has been moved to the subcommittee 
level, he recommends to extend the federal representation contract with Larkin/Hoffman for the 
months of June, July, and August, so we can take you through this next very major step.  Getting 
on the senators’ list was great; but doesn’t guarantee success.  We’ve got more work to do.    
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Commissioner Flohrs noted we had a meeting with Bob (Long) the other day and he went over all 
of this.  I didn’t want to spend anymore money on this; but we’ve come so far that I feel that we 
have to continue on for at least another three months.  That’s (potentially) $3.5 million that we 
don’t have to take out of our constituents’ pockets.  
 
Commissioner Smith noted I concur with Commissioner Flohrs.  We talked about it and we just 
don’t have the contacts to move this thing forward and $3.5 million would be a good addition to 
our project.  The Justice Center Committee recommends extension of the agreement with 
Larkin/Hoffman. 
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby extend the Larkin/Hoffman Service Agreement 
for Federal representation for three months (June, July, August 2022) in the amount of $3,000 per 
month; and authorize the Board Chair to sign the service agreement between Martin County and 
Larkin/Hoffman Firm.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Forshee, Smith, Flohrs, and Belgard.  
NAYS:  Commissioner Koons.  Motion carries. 
 
Additional discussion ensued pertaining to if it looks like the County is not going to get state 
(bonding bill) funding, does it make sense to continue with Larkin/Hoffman’s efforts; what 
happens with the $3.5 million if we don’t get bonding money; the service agreement with 
Larkin/Hoffman to assist in obtaining state (bonding bill) funding for the proposed Regional Public 
Safety and Justice Center expired May 31, 2022; and the Justice Center Committee is hopeful 
something will happen with the bonding bill. 
 
Long noted first of all the federal money is not directly tied to state money although they actually 
go to the same project.  If we were able to secure the federal subcommittees’ recommendation for 
the $3.5 million and we had it sitting there two things happen...one I think it does help our case at 
the state level so if there is a special session or even if worse case scenario it spills into next year 
the $3.5 million we don’t have to spend that for usually...they’ll put timelines on it.  But, we won’t 
even have it fully awarded until sometime later this fall and you have a full year or more to begin 
spending those federal dollars.  So, the good news is if we were to get the federal money awarded 
to us it does help us make the case again why if you have limited state bonding dollars and Martin 
County stands out here because not only did you get $2.1 million but now you have $3.5 million 
of federal money committed and it helps I think make the case.  In that sense again if we’re going 
to navigate to eventually get state bonding money hopefully we have $3.5 million more dollars 
that we can put to the project and what that means is helping us make the case that we should get 
it. 
 
After further discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve extending the Larkin/Hoffman Service 
Agreement for State representation for one month (June 2022) in the amount of $3,000 per month; 
and authorize the Board Chair to sign the service agreement between Martin County and 
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Larkin/Hoffman Firm.   Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Forshee, Flohrs, and Belgard.  
NAYS:  Commissioner Koons.  Motion carries. 
 
Tammie Hested, Family Resource Coordinator Minnesota Valley Action Council (MVAC), was 
present along with all fourteen (14) of the 2022 Martin County Summer Youth Intern Program 
participants to introduce themselves to the commissioners and to share what business they are 
interning with in Martin County over the summer. 
 
Derek Hughes   - City of Fairmont 
Madison Northwick  - Minuteman Press 
Lydia Steinhaus  - CER 
Jackson Bassett  - Martin County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Jacob Rahn   - Easy Automation 
Megan Reischal  - Mayo Lab 
Ethan Grunewald  - Kahler Automation 
Jacalyn Reischal  - Mayo PT/OT 
Garrett Myron   - Sweet Financial 
Brooke Van Gelderen  - Martin County Historical Society/Museum 
Annie Schafer   - Willow Pet Hospital 
Maddy Schweiger  - Mayo Clinic 
Jossie Bleess   - Martin County Library 
Katelyn Freese  - Euonia Family Resource Center 
 
Hested concluded thanking the Commissioners for investing in the future of Martin County’s youth 
and for continued funding of the Martin County Summer Youth Intern Program. 
 
Terry Viesselman, County Attorney, was present via WebEx videoconferencing and noted the 
Lieffring case was settled and recommends the Board Chair to sign the settlement agreement. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, upon the recommendation of the County Attorney, 
hereby approve and authorize Board Chair to sign the settlement agreement for the Lieffring 
Litigation.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Forshee, Flohrs, Smith, Koons, and Belgard.  NAYS:  
None.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Viesselman noted the County Attorney’s Office received a request from the attorney for the Estate 
of Carol Swanson.  Swanson had received a couple of home improvement loans from the County 
(one for $3,000 and one for $25,000 through the Small Cities Development Program) and 
according to the Martin County Auditor/Treasurer the money originally came to the County in 
grants and there was no repayment required provided that they continue to reside in the home for 
ten (10) years.  Viesselman went on to note Swanson passed away December 2021 and the 10-year 
period would expire next year on April 23, 2023, and Swanson’s Estate has asked if they could 
pay the County for one-tenth of the value of the loan which would be $2,800 because there was 
basically a year left on that 10-year period.  Viesselman went on to note it is in the advantage of 
the Estate to do that, to sell the property and get the Estate closed out saving the expense of having 
to maintain the property and having the Estate open.  Viesselman also noted if the Board decides 
to wait until April 23rd then they can sell the property and the conditions that the County has for 
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the loan would expire April 23rd and there would be no obligation to pay it back.  My 
recommendation is we accept the proposal.  I think it is fair and a good deal for the County to 
recover some money.  Viesselman continued the purpose of the loan was to assist Ms. Swanson 
and homeowners like her to be able to spend the money on the home and live in it and received 
the benefit of it.  Swanson was honoring her part of the contract...she just passed away.  It is my 
recommendation that we accept the proposal.   
 
Discussion ensued pertaining to what fund would the repayment be deposited to; and will granting  
repayment for lien release and satisfaction of this debt be deemed as setting precedent. 
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Forshee, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby accept $2,800 payment from the Estate of Carol 
Swanson for lien release and satisfaction of debt against deferred loans on Parcel No. 36.060.0610 
in the City of Northrop, MN.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Pam Flitter, Planning and Zoning Director, was present and reviewed a Conditional Use Permit 
(CUP) request from Central Farm Service within Section 3 of Westford Township.  Flitter noted 
Central Farm Service is proposing to move three (3) anhydrous ammonia tanks, two (2) load-out 
risers, scale, pump and plumbing to fill anhydrous ammonia nurse tanks onto property located in 
an “A” Agricultural District.  Martin County Zoning Ordinance requires a Conditional Use Permit 
in an “A” Agricultural District for any essential service structure as regulated in Chapter 24 of the 
Ordinance.  Flitter went on to note the Planning Commission Board of Adjustment approved the 
CUP request with conditions during their May 24, 2022 meeting and is recommending approval 
of the Conditional Use Permit. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, 
 
R-#36/’22 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
CENTRAL FARM SERVICE 

PLACEMENT OF ESSENTIAL STRUCTURES 
IN AN “A” AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 

WITHIN SECTION 3 OF WESTFORD TOWNSHIP 
 

Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, 
 
WHEREAS, a Conditional Use Permit was requested by Central Farm Service, applicant and 
property owner, located within Section 3 of Westford Township in Martin County, Minnesota, 
(legally described in applications) proposing to move three (3) anhydrous ammonia storage tanks, 
two (2) load-out risers, scale, pump and plumbing to fill anhydrous ammonia nurse tanks onto 
property located in an “A” Agricultural District. 
 
WHEREAS, the Martin County Planning and Zoning staff has completed a review of the 
application and made a report pertaining to the request, a copy of said report has been presented 
to the County Board of Commissioners; and 
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WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the County on the 24th day of May, 2022, following 
proper notice, held a public hearing regarding the request and, following the hearing, adopted a 
recommendation that the request for a Conditional Use Permit be granted; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Martin County Board of Commissioners finds that Conditional Use Permit is to 
be issued for the following purpose: 
 

Placement of Essential Structures; and 
 
WHEREAS, the following conditions have been applied: 
 

• Adhere to the Martin County Zoning Ordinance as it pertains to Essential Services 
Regulations. 

• Adhere to comply with the requirements of the Minnesota State Fire Marshall’s office 
and the Minnesota Department of Agriculture. 

• Any additional permits by other jurisdictions must be obtained by the applicant, if 
necessary. 

• Building Permit(s) must be obtained if applicable. 
• Failure to comply with conditions may result in revocation of the Conditional Use Permit. 
• CFS to reimburse Westford Township for additional gravel that is needed to maintain the 

gravel road from the i8ntersection of Hwy 15 to the 2nd driveway to the east as needed. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Martin County Board of Commissioners, and 
upon the recommendation of the Martin County Planning Commission, hereby approves the 
Conditional Use Permit for the above described property and is hereby issued pursuant to MS 
394.301 and Martin County Ordinance #1, Chapter 6.01 and that this permit shall remain in full 
force and effect provided in the conditions as described above are met and maintained by the 
applicant and his/or her successors in interest.  This permit is binding upon the applicant, the record 
titleholder to the property, and his/her successors in interest.  Notice is hereby given that this permit 
may be revoked if the conditions set forth above are not maintained as described above.  This 
resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage and without publication. 
 
Dated this 7th day of June, 2022. 
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
       MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Elliot Belgard, Board Chair 
 
ATTEST:______________________________ 
     Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 

 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Forshee, Flohrs, Koons, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 7th day of June, 2022. 
 



 
 

7 
 
 

Korte noted Ghost Town Tavern, LLC is requesting renewal of Off-Sale and On-Sale Intoxicating 
Liquor License and Sunday Sales.  Korte went on to note the renewal will be effective July 1, 2022 
through June 30, 2023 and that all required documentation and fees have been received. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize renewal of Off-Sale and 
On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License, and Sunday Sales, for Ghost Town Tavern, LLC located at 
1203 260th Avenue in Granada, MN, effective July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Kevin Peyman, County Engineer, was present and reviewed the City of Trimont had applied for 
trail funding as they can’t get state funding directly and the County would have to sponsor them 
but it was their project and the City of Trimont would have to do the local match.  At the time the 
Board took the action to approve the project pending their approval the City of Trimont ended up 
denying or rejecting the bids because the local match was more than they wanted or could afford 
at the time.  Peyman went on to note in talking with the Minnesota Department of Transportation 
(MnDOT) there was two different grants that would have been on the project and we thought it 
was cleaner to match the City of Trimont’s action and take Board action to reject the bids so the 
actions match.  Peyman recommends rejecting all bids received for the City of Trimont Trail 
Project. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Bord of Commissioners, upon the recommendation of County Engineer, hereby 
reject all bids received for S.P. 046-090-001: Minn. Proj. No. TA 4622(047) Trimont Trail as the 
project sponsor, to match the action of the City of Trimont (list bids received).  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Peyman next noted bid letting for C.P. 22:10 Supplying Bituminous Material for sealcoating was 
held on Friday, June 3, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. in Fairmont, MN and two (2)  bids were received.   
 

C.P. 22:10       Supplying of Bituminous Material for Sealcoating 
 
Bidder      Quantity  Unit Price  Total 
Bid 
H.G. Meigs, Portage, WI 
 CRS 2P Liquid Asphalt   625 T   $685.00           $428,125.00 
 
Jebro, Inc., Sioux City, IA 
 CRS 2P Liquid Asphalt   625 T   $822.64  
 $514,150.00 * 
 

• 2020 price was $404.60/ton 
• 2021 price was $431.25/ton 
• 2022 budgeted amount of $285,000 

* Apparent low bidder 
 
Peyman noted the apparent low bidder is H.G. Meigs out of Portage, WI which we have worked 
with numerous times and recommends award to H.G. Meigs.  However, bituminous material and 
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delivery of product has gone up considerably from past years and from CY2022 Highway 
Department budgeting a year ago.  Peyman went on to note the quoted 625 tons of material will 
get us 32 miles of sealcoating.  After review of roads that we were going to sealcoat and what was 
budgeted for sealcoating the best solution we found is to cut County Roads 28 and 23.  By doing 
so it would take us from 32 miles down to 26 miles or 485 tons at $685 per ton for a total of 
$332,225.  Peyman also noted we hate to push back sealcoating but we’ve done it before. 
 
Discussion ensued pertaining to rotation for sealcoating, CY2022 sealcoating budget and budget 
reserves, and if cut back (on scheduled sealcoating) this year there is no guarantee next year is 
going to be any better. 
 
After further discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, after the appropriate advertisement for bids, and upon 
receiving bids for C.P. 22:10, and upon the recommendation of the County Engineer, hereby 
approve and award the low bid for C.P. 22:10 Supplying Bituminous Material for sealcoating to 
H.G. Meigs of Portage, WI at the unit price of $685.00 for a quantity of 625 Ton for a total bid of 
$428,125.00; and to authorize the Board Chair and appropriate staff (County Engineer, County 
Auditor/Treasurer, County Attorney) to sign and execute the necessary documents for the listed 
project.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Peyman next noted that bid letting for C.P. 22:11 Supplying Gasoline and Diesel Fuel was held on 
Friday, June 3, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. in Fairmont, MN and two (2) bids were received.  Peyman 
recommends low bid award based on lowest constant to NuWay-K&H Cooperative out of Clear 
Lake, IA. 
 

C.P. 22:11       Supplying gas & Diesel 
 
Crystal Valley Cooperative, Mankato, MN 
 Product       Quantity Rack Price Constant Tot Price      Amount 

Diesel to Fairmont Shop       50,000    $4.1265   $0.075   $4.202         $210,100.00 
 Diesel to Dunnell Shop         7,500    $4.1265   $0.228      $4.354           $32,655.00 
 Diesel to Trimont Shop               7,500    $4.1265   $0.228   $4.354           $32,655.00 
 Gasoline to Fairmont Shop       45,000    $3.5218   $0.360    $3.882         $174,690.00 
      TOTAL           $23,370.00               $450,100.00  
 *Crystal Valley total prices were adjusted down $0.02 per gallon to exclude Petro Clean-up Fund for  
  comparison purposes. 
NuWay-K&H Cooperative, Clear Lake, IA 
 Product       Quantity Rack Price Constant Tot Price      Amount 

Diesel to Fairmont Shop       50,000    $4.0569   $0.062   $4.119           $205,945.00 
 Diesel to Dunnell Shop         7,500    $4.0569   $0.218     $4.275             $32,056.13 
 Diesel to Trimont Shop               7,500    $4.0569   $0.218   $4.275             $32,056.13 
 Gasoline to Fairmont Shop       45,000    $3.5023   $0.347    $3.850           $173,218.50 
      TOTAL             $22,135.00                $443,275.75 

• All Bid prices set on 5/27/2022 @ 10:00 AM.   
• The constant is set and stays the same as fuel prices fluctuate up or down. 
• The constant for Diesel is Margin + Freight.  For Gasoline it is Margin + Freight + $0.285 state gas tax. 
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* Apparent low bidder 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, after the appropriate advertisement for bids and upon 
receiving bids for C.P. 22:11, and upon the recommendation of County Engineer, hereby approve 
and award low bid for Supplying Gas and Diesel to NuWay-K&H Cooperative of Clear Lake, IA 
in the amount of $443,275.75; and to authorize the Board Chair and appropriate staff (County 
Engineer, Auditor/Treasurer, County Attorney) to sign and execute the necessary documents for 
the listed project.  Carried unanimously.  
 
Peyman concluded noting as discussed at the last Board meeting he is completing a trail planning 
grant application and that submittal is due Friday.  Grant funds, if awarded, is 100% covered so 
there is no local match requirement. 
 
Leigha Johnson, Human Resources Director, was present and noted the Board authorized 
recruitment to replace a Building Maintenance Technician position.  Johnson went on to note 
interviews have been completed and recommends the hire of Trenton Rossow at Grade 10 Step 1 
at $20.34/hour, effective June 20, 2022.  Johnson also noted that Rossow will be transferring to 
this position from the Martin County Sheriff’s Office and recommends authorization to replace a 
full time Correctional Deputy position. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Forshee, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, upon the recommendation of the Human Resources 
Director, hereby approve the hire of Trenton Rossow to Building Maintenance Technician at Grade 
10 Step 1 at $20.34/hour for the Martin County Building Maintenance Department, effective June 
20, 2022; and is subject to serving a twelve (12) month probationary period.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize recruitment for a 
replacement full time Correctional Deputy position in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Johnson next noted the Board authorized the recruitment of replacement full time and part time 
Correctional Deputies in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office and recommends the hire of Kailee 
Peters to full time Correctional Deputy at Grade 12 Step 1 at $24.06 per hour, effective June 8, 
2022; and recommends the hire of Michael Sharp to part time Correctional Deputy at Grade 12 
Step 1 at $24.06 per hour, effective June 9, 2022. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, upon the recommendation of the Human Resources 
Director, hereby approve the hire of Kailee Peters to Full Time Correctional Deputy for the Martin 
County Sheriff’s Office at Grade 12 Step 1 at $24.06 per hour, effective June 8, 2022, and is 
eligible for full benefits per LELS Local No. 155 Union Contract; and hereby approve the hire of 
Michael Sharp to Part Time Correctional Deputy for the Martin County Sheriff’s Office at Grade 
12 Step 1 at $24.06 per hour, effective June 9, 2022, and is not eligible for full time employee 
benefits.  Carried unanimously. 
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Corey Klanderud, Chief Deputy Martin County Sheriff’s Office, was present to request an agenda 
addition to the June 7, 2022 Board of Commissioners meeting to consider the hire of two 
Temporary Water Safety Patrol Deputies.  Klanderud noted the Sheriff’s Office had recently 
finished their background checks on candidates for Temporary Water Safety Patrol Deputy 
positions and recommends the hire of Shaylynn Anderson and Shawn Odegaard, effective June 
10, 2022 through September 6, 2022.  Klanderud went on to note the temporary hires will average 
20 to 24 hours per week. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, upon the recommendation of the Martin County Sheriff’s 
Office, hereby approve the hire of Shaylynn Anderson to Temporary Water Safety Patrol Deputy 
in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office at $20.00 per hour, effective June 10, 2022 through 
September 6, 2022 and is not eligible for County benefits; and approve the hire of Shawn Odegaard 
to Temporary Water Safety Patrol Deputy in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office at $20.00 per 
hour, effective June 10, 2022 through September 6, 2022 and is not eligible for County benefits.  
Carried unanimously. 
 
Klanderud presented a Martin County Jail Population update including twenty-five (25) in custody, 
twenty-two (22) in-house, and one (1) in Detox. 
 
Chairman Belgard opened the public hearing to Consider Proposed Property Tax Abatement for 
Bison Properties, LLC (Wayne and Charlene Kahler), and Brian and Jill Grensteiner. 
 
Mike Sheplee, County Assessor, was present and noted the following applicants have applied for 
the Housing Tax Abatement Program for the proposed construction of new single-family homes 
and that all application requirements have been met and that no construction has commenced at 
the proposed building sites.  Sheplee recommends approval of the tax abatement requests. 
 
Bison Properties, LLC (Wayne and Charlene Kahler) have applied for the Housing Abatement 
Program on their property to be built at 467 200th Avenue, Fairmont, MN.  Abatement to the 
Kahler’s of property taxes to be levied by the County on Parcel ID No. 17.018.0200 in Silver Lake 
Township, for a period of 10 years and proposed to be abated by the County on property for the 
years 2023 through 2032 is estimated to be $15,356. 
 
Brian and Jill Grensteiner have applied for the Housing Abatement Program on their property to 
be built at 450 East Amber Lake Drive, Fairmont, MN.  Abatement to the Grensteiner of property 
taxes to be levied by the County on Parcel ID No. 23.230.0180 in the City of Fairmont, for a period 
of 10 years and proposed to be abated by the County on property for the years 2023 through 2032 
is estimated to be $18,963. 
 
Chairman Belgard opened the meeting for public comments in consideration of the proposed 
property tax abatements.  No representatives from the Public were in attendance nor was public 
input or comments submitted in writing received concerning the proposed property tax abatements. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, to close the public portion of 
the meeting.  Carried unanimously. 
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Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize Board Chair to sign 
resolution granting Bison Properties, LLC (Wayne and Charlene Kahler) abatement of property 
taxes to be levied by the County on Parcel No. 17.018.0200 in Silver Lake Township for a period 
of 10 years.  The total amount of taxes proposed to be abated by the County on the Property for 
the years 2023 through 2032 is estimated to be $15,356. 
 

MARTIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. R-#38/’22 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT 
FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE COUNTY 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners (the “Board”) of Martin County, Minnesota (the 
“County”), as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  Recitals. 
 
 1.01. Pursuant to Section 469.1813, subdivision 1 of the Act, the County may grant an abatement 
of all or a portion of the taxes imposed by the County on a parcel of property. 
 
 1.02. On March 17, 2020, the Board of the County adopted a resolution establishing the Tax 
Abatement Policy for New Construction of Single and Multi-Family Housing (the “Policy”) to provide tax 
abatement assistance for single and multi-family housing projects in the County.  The County has a shortage 
of decent, safe and sanitary housing for residents and job seekers in the County.  Based on a City of Fairmont 
Housing Study completed in January 2020 by Community Partners Research, Inc., there is a need for future 
new rental and owner-occupied housing units in the County to keep up with projected housing needs in the 
County.  Through the Policy, the County desires to provide incentives to encourage the construction of new 
owner occupied and rental residential housing units, and to encourage replacement of dilapidated housing. 
 
 1.03. The County has received an application from Bison Properties, LLC (Wayne and Charlene 
Kahler) (the “Owners”), owners of certain real property located at  467 200th Avenue, Fairmont, MN as 
described in Exhibit A attached hereto (the “Property”), to grant a property tax abatement (the “Abatement”) 
pursuant to the Policy and Minnesota Statutes, Sections 469.1812 to 469.1815, as amended (the “Act”), in 
connection with the construction of a new single-family home on the Property (the “Project”).   
 

1.04. The County has determined that is reasonable and necessary to provide certain financial 
assistance to the Owners in order to facilitate the Owner’s plans for the Project and the Property, and to that 
end, the Board will consider approving the Abatement for the Owners 
 
 1.05. The Property is not located in a tax increment financing district. 
 
 1.06. On the date hereof, the Board of Commissioners of the County conducted a duly noticed 
public hearing on the Abatement proposed to be granted by the County to the Owners pursuant to this 
resolution.  The views of all interested persons were heard at the public hearing. 
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 Section 2.  Findings. 
 
 2.01. The recitals set forth above are incorporated into this resolution. 
 
 2.02. It is hereby found and determined that the benefits to the County from the Abatement will be 
at least equal to the costs to the County of the Abatement for the following reasons: 
 
 (a) The Project will generate additional County tax revenues after the termination of the 

Abatement, which revenues will exceed the amount of the Abatement itself. 
 
 (b) By helping to enhance the Property, the Abatement will help preserve and increase the value 

of the Property. 
 
 2.03. It is hereby found and determined that the Abatement is in the public interest because such 
action will increase or preserve the tax base.  In addition, the Project will help provide employment 
opportunities by providing construction jobs and will increase the supply of decent, safe and sanitary housing 
for residents and job seekers in the County.  The Abatement will provide additional housing options in the 
County which helps satisfy a critical housing goal and need in the County as set forth by the Policy. 
 
 Section 3.  Actions Ratified; Abatement Approved. 
 
 3.01. The Board hereby ratifies all actions of the County’s staff in arranging for approval of this 
resolution in accordance with the Act. 
 
 3.02. Subject to the provisions of the Act, the Abatement is hereby approved and adopted subject to 
the following terms and conditions: 
 

(a) The term “Abatement” means the real property taxes generated in any tax-payable year by 
extending the County’s total tax rate for that year against the tax capacity of the Project and the 
Property, excluding the tax capacity of the land and the current value of any existing structures on the 
Property as outlined in the Policy. 
 
(b) In accordance with Section 469.1813, subdivision 8 of the Act, in no case shall the 
Abatement, together with all other abatements approved by the County under the Act and paid in 
any one year exceed the greater of 10% of the County’s net tax capacity for that year or $200,000 
(the “Abatement Cap”).  The County may grant any other abatements permitted under the Act after 
the date of this resolution, provided that to the extent the total abatements in any year exceed the 
Abatement Cap, the allocation of Abatement Cap to such other abatements is subordinate to the 
Abatement granted pursuant to this resolution. 
 
(c) The Abatement shall commence the first year following the date of occupancy of the housing 
project and continue for 10 years, which is anticipated to be 2023 until 2032.  The total amount of the 
taxes proposed to be abated by the County on the Property for the years 2023 through 2032 is estimated 
to be $15,356. 
 
(d) In no event shall the payment of the Abatement to the Owners be for more than ten (10) years. 
 
(e) The Abatement is subject to modification in accordance with the Act and in accordance with 
the County’s Policy. 
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(f) In accordance with Section 469.1815 of the Act, the County will add to its levy in each year 
during the term of the Abatement the total estimated amount of current year Abatement granted under 
this resolution. 

(g) The County makes no warranties or representations regarding the amount of the Abatement. 

(h) The Owners shall comply with all terms of the Policy.  In the event of any conflict between 
this resolution and the Policy, the Policy shall control.   

(i)  The County shall provide the Abatement payment on a pay as you go basis in accordance 
with the Policy.  

(j) The Abatement shall be null and void if construction of the Project is not commenced 
within 1 year of the approval of this resolution  

 
 Section 4. Implementation.  The Board Chair and the County Coordinator are authorized and 
directed to execute and deliver any agreements, certificates, or other documents that the County determines are 
necessary to implement this resolution. 
 
 Section 5. Effective Date.  This resolution is effective upon the adoption of this resolution. 

 
Approved by the Board of Commissioners of Martin County, Minnesota, this 7th day of June, 2022. 

 
 

MARTIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 
       
Elliot Belgard, Board Chair 

Attest: 
 
      
Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 

 
EXHIBIT A TO ABATEMENT RESOLUTION 

 
THE PROPERTY 

 
PID Number: 17.018.0200 
 

 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioner Smith, Forshee, Flohrs, Koons, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 7th day of June, 2022. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize Board Chair to sign 
resolution granting Brian and Jill Grensteiner abatement of property taxes to be levied by the 
County on Parcel No. 23.230.0180 in the City of Fairmont for a period of 10 years.  The total 
amount of taxes proposed to be abated by the County on the Property for the years 2023 through 
2032 is estimated to be $18,963. 
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MARTIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. R-#39/’22 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT 
FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE COUNTY 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners (the “Board”) of Martin County, Minnesota (the 
“County”), as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  Recitals. 
 
 1.01. Pursuant to Section 469.1813, subdivision 1 of the Act, the County may grant an abatement 
of all or a portion of the taxes imposed by the County on a parcel of property. 
 
 1.02. On March 17, 2020, the Board of the County adopted a resolution establishing the Tax 
Abatement Policy for New Construction of Single and Multi-Family Housing (the “Policy”) to provide tax 
abatement assistance for single and multi-family housing projects in the County.  The County has a shortage 
of decent, safe and sanitary housing for residents and job seekers in the County.  Based on a City of Fairmont 
Housing Study completed in January 2020 by Community Partners Research, Inc., there is a need for future 
new rental and owner-occupied housing units in the County to keep up with projected housing needs in the 
County.  Through the Policy, the County desires to provide incentives to encourage the construction of new 
owner occupied and rental residential housing units, and to encourage replacement of dilapidated housing. 
 
 1.03. The County has received an application from Brian and Jill Grensteiner (the “Owners”), 
owners of certain real property located at  450 East Amber Lake Drive, Fairmont, MN as described in Exhibit 
A attached hereto (the “Property”), to grant a property tax abatement (the “Abatement”) pursuant to the Policy 
and Minnesota Statutes, Sections 469.1812 to 469.1815, as amended (the “Act”), in connection with the 
construction of a new single-family home on the Property (the “Project”).   
 

1.04. The County has determined that is reasonable and necessary to provide certain financial 
assistance to the Owners in order to facilitate the Owner’s plans for the Project and the Property, and to that 
end, the Board will consider approving the Abatement for the Owners 
 
 1.05. The Property is not located in a tax increment financing district. 
 
 1.06. On the date hereof, the Board of Commissioners of the County conducted a duly noticed 
public hearing on the Abatement proposed to be granted by the County to the Owners pursuant to this 
resolution.  The views of all interested persons were heard at the public hearing. 
 
 Section 2.  Findings. 
 
 2.01. The recitals set forth above are incorporated into this resolution. 
 
 2.02. It is hereby found and determined that the benefits to the County from the Abatement will be 
at least equal to the costs to the County of the Abatement for the following reasons: 
 
 (a) The Project will generate additional County tax revenues after the termination of the 

Abatement, which revenues will exceed the amount of the Abatement itself. 
 
 (b) By helping to enhance the Property, the Abatement will help preserve and increase the value 
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of the Property. 
 
 2.03. It is hereby found and determined that the Abatement is in the public interest because such 
action will increase or preserve the tax base.  In addition, the Project will help provide employment 
opportunities by providing construction jobs and will increase the supply of decent, safe and sanitary housing 
for residents and job seekers in the County.  The Abatement will provide additional housing options in the 
County which helps satisfy a critical housing goal and need in the County as set forth by the Policy. 
 
 Section 3.  Actions Ratified; Abatement Approved. 
 
 3.01. The Board hereby ratifies all actions of the County’s staff in arranging for approval of this 
resolution in accordance with the Act. 
 
 3.02. Subject to the provisions of the Act, the Abatement is hereby approved and adopted subject to 
the following terms and conditions: 
 

(a) The term “Abatement” means the real property taxes generated in any tax-payable year by 
extending the County’s total tax rate for that year against the tax capacity of the Project and the 
Property, excluding the tax capacity of the land and the current value of any existing structures on the 
Property as outlined in the Policy. 
 
(b) In accordance with Section 469.1813, subdivision 8 of the Act, in no case shall the 
Abatement, together with all other abatements approved by the County under the Act and paid in 
any one year exceed the greater of 10% of the County’s net tax capacity for that year or $200,000 
(the “Abatement Cap”).  The County may grant any other abatements permitted under the Act after 
the date of this resolution, provided that to the extent the total abatements in any year exceed the 
Abatement Cap, the allocation of Abatement Cap to such other abatements is subordinate to the 
Abatement granted pursuant to this resolution. 
 
(c) The Abatement shall commence the first year following the date of occupancy of the housing 
project and continue for 10 years, which is anticipated to be 2023 until 2032.  The total amount of the 
taxes proposed to be abated by the County on the Property for the years 2023 through 2032 is estimated 
to be $18,963. 
 
(d) In no event shall the payment of the Abatement to the Owners be for more than ten (10) years. 
 
(e) The Abatement is subject to modification in accordance with the Act and in accordance with 
the County’s Policy. 
 
(f) In accordance with Section 469.1815 of the Act, the County will add to its levy in each year 
during the term of the Abatement the total estimated amount of current year Abatement granted under 
this resolution. 

(g) The County makes no warranties or representations regarding the amount of the Abatement. 

(h) The Owners shall comply with all terms of the Policy.  In the event of any conflict between 
this resolution and the Policy, the Policy shall control.   

(i)  The County shall provide the Abatement payment on a pay as you go basis in accordance 
with the Policy.  
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(j) The Abatement shall be null and void if construction of the Project is not commenced 
within 1 year of the approval of this resolution  

 
 Section 4. Implementation.  The Board Chair and the County Coordinator are authorized and 
directed to execute and deliver any agreements, certificates, or other documents that the County determines are 
necessary to implement this resolution. 
 
 Section 5. Effective Date.  This resolution is effective upon the adoption of this resolution. 

 
Approved by the Board of Commissioners of Martin County, Minnesota, this 7th day of June, 2022. 

 
 

MARTIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 
       
Elliot Belgard, Board Chair 

Attest: 
 
      
Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 

 
EXHIBIT A TO ABATEMENT RESOLUTION 

 
THE PROPERTY 

 
PID Number: 23.230.0180 

 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Koons, Flohrs, Forshee, Smith, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 7th day of June, 2022. 
 
Mike Forstner, Martin County Drainage Administrator, was present and reviewed an Order 
appointing viewers and re-determination of CD #22, Pursuant to MS 103E.351.  Forstner 
recommends appointing Ron Ringquist, Tom Peterson, Dan Ruby as viewers and Chuck Bowers-
Alternate, to redetermine and report the benefits and damages and the benefited and damaged areas 
on CD #22. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, acting as the Drainage 
Authority for Martin County, 
 
R-#37/’22 

ORDER APPOINTING VIEWERS AND 
REDETERMINATION OF CD #22 

 
WHEREAS, the Martin County Board of County Commissioners hereby determines that the 
original benefits or damages determined in drainage proceedings for Martin County CD #22 do 
not reflect present day land values or that the benefited or damaged areas have changed. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, that: 
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Ron Ringquist 
402 Valley View Dr. 
Redwood Falls, MN 56283 
 
Tom Peterson 
2315 55th Ave. 
Trimont, MN 56176 
 
Dan Ruby 
51305 715th St. 
Jackson, MN 56143 
 
Chuck Bowers - Alternate 
78799 335th St. 
Madelia, MN 56062 
 
Three disinterested residents of the state, be and hereby are appointed viewers to redetermine and 
report the benefits and damages and the benefited and damaged areas of Martin County CD #22. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that the viewers, after taking an oath to faithfully perform their 
duties as viewers and, after having received from the County Drainage Office (Auditor/Treasurer), 
certified copies of the order appointing them as viewers and of the order designating the time and 
place of their first meeting, proceed with their work as such viewers pursuant to law and make and 
file their report with the Auditor at the earliest possible date. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, and unanimously 
carried, said resolution was duly passed and adopted this 7th day of June, 2022. 
 
        BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
        MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Elliot Belgard, Board Chair 
 
ATTEST:______________________________ 
    Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Forshee, Flohrs, Koons, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 7th day of June, 2022. 
 
Forstner noted Mark Origer, PE with ISG Inc., will review award recommendation for JD #414 
M&F Branch A40 Improvement. 
 
Origer noted a few months ago the joint board approved the improvement for Branch A40 of JD 
#414 and it is about a 450-acre tile improvement.  Pipe size is ranging between 12” and 24” and 
this is right on the border in Section 19 of Pilot Grove Township in Faribault County and Section 
24 of East Chain Township in Martin County.  We bid the project Thursday, May 12, 2022 with 
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our same criteria of 5% bid bond, prime contractor response form, first-tier subcontractor list, 
available equipment list, and reference list of similar work within the past 5 years.  A total of four 
(4) bids were received.  The apparent low bidder is Mensing Construction out of Blue Earth, MN. 
 

Contractor Base Bid % Over/Under Estimate 
Engineer’s Estimate $452,478.67  

Mensing Construction $362,753.39 -24.7% 
Leland Drainage and Excavating $435,096.93 -4.0% 

Dirt Merchant Inc. $445,480.00 -1.6% 
Jensen Excavating & Trucking LLC $464,978.75 2.7% 

 
Origer noted ISG has not worked with Mensing Construction.  However, Mensing is a new 
contractor by means of breaking off from a different entity.  The main person from Mensing 
Construction used to work for Dirt Merchant Inc. so we have seen the actual operator of Mensing 
put in quite a bit of tile and were involved in constructing portions of a large drainage project in 
Jackson County with agricultural tile ranging in size from 12-inch to 42-inch.  The second low 
bidder is Leland Drainage and Excavating from Bricelyn, MN.  ISG has worked on multiple 
projects with Leland Drainage and Excavating similar in nature to the JD #414 Branch A40 project. 
 
After review and discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, acting as the Drainage Authority for Martin County, 
hereby approve and award low bid for JD #414 M&F Branch A40 Improvement to Mensing 
Construction in Blue Earth, MN, in the amount of $362,753.39.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Higgins presented a draft copy of the AIA Agreement between Martin County and Center for 
Energy and Environment (CEE) for Commissioning Services for the proposed Regional Public 
Safety and Justice Center.  Higgins noted signature by the Board Chair is required on the AIA 
Agreement for CEE to assist in meeting the requirements of the State of Minnesota B3 guidelines 
for the proposed Regional Public Safety and Justice Center.  Higgins noted the county attorney has 
reviewed and approves this Agreement as to form and content; but did mention an area of concern 
in Section 2.71 Commercial General Liability limits as they are below what MCIT has set for 
independent contractors.  We usually require Three Million and CEE has a Two Million 
commercial policy limit.  However, CEE does have a Five Million Umbrella Coverage which is 
acceptable.  Higgins recommended approval. 
 
Commissioner Smith noted a clause is included in the Agreement that if we don’t move forward 
with the project we only pay for work that has been done. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the Board Chair to sign 
and execute the AIA Agreement with Center for Energy and Environment (CEE) in the amount of 
$39,900.00 to assist in meeting the requirements of State of Minnesota B3 guidelines for the 
proposed Regional Public Safety and Justice Center project.  Carried unanimously. 
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Higgins next presented a draft copy of the AIA Agreement between Martin County and ICS for 
Construction Management Services for the proposed Regional Public Safety and Justice Center 
requiring Board signature; and that Chris Ziemer, representing ICS, is present via WebEx 
videoconferencing.  Higgins noted there were some concerns that the Indemnity Clause needed to 
be deleted.  Higgins went on to note the county attorney has reviewed and approves this Agreement 
as to form and content.  Higgins recommends approval and with this Agreement as well if the 
County doesn’t go forward with the project we only pay for work that has been done in the contract. 
 
Chris Ziemer, representing ICS via WebEx videoconferencing, noted correct and we will bill 
accordingly as the project progresses. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the Board Chair to sign 
and execute the AIA Agreement with ICS in the amount of $1,216,295.00 for Construction 
Management Services for the proposed Regional Public Safety and Justice Center project.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Lucas Cyphers, Building Maintenance Supervisor, was present to review a landscaping project at 
the 117 No. Main office building.  Cyphers noted the Building Committee requested I get a second 
bid which I did from Lawn Solutions and the first bid was from Landscaping Plus.  Both are very 
similar bids.  Lawn Solutions wanted to use the existing pavers that were there and change some 
drainage issues we’re having; and Landscaping Plus was going to bring in some new pavers and 
that’s really the only difference.  Cyphers recommends low bid. 
 
Chairman Belgard noted the Building Committee has reviewed and discussed landscaping design 
and service at 117 No. Main to aid in watershed drainage away from the building.  Quotes include 
the existing Hosta plants and flowers will be transplanted at site when applicable.  The Building 
Committee recommends low bid. 
 
Landscaping Plus: New retaining wall with cap, river rock, grass seed, labor 
and installation 

 
$3,877.31 

Lawn Solutions, Inc.: Use of existing retaining wall, river rock, grass seed, 
labor and installation 

 
$4,475.00 

 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, upon the recommendation of the County Building 
Committee, hereby approve low bid for landscaping design and service at 117 No. Main office 
building to Landscaping Plus, Inc. in the amount of $3,611.00.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Cyphers next noted the Building Committee reviewed and discussed replacing two overhead 
garage doors (south door and north door) at 1200 No. State Street due to the 12 x 12 south door is 
currently broken and the 10 x 12 north door is past its life expectancy.  Cyphers went on to note 
the Building Committee requested I get a second quote from Mankato Overhead Door on that as 
well which did not come in until after the agenda packet deadline.  I did get the quote but Mankato 
Overhead Door was higher anyway on the broken door and to my knowledge they mismeasured 
the existing door by 1 foot so I went to the garage facility and double checked and I believe they 
did measure wrong.  Cyphers recommends low bid. 
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Midwest Garage Doors of Fairmont – includes doors (with 
windows) and installation 

12 x 12 South Door - 
$6,200 

10 x 12 North Door - 
$5,600 

Mankato Overhead Door – no windows 12 x 12 Door - $6,319  
10 x 11 Door - $5,547  

 
Discussion ensued pertaining to if garage door quote from Midwest Garage Doors of Fairmont 
includes windows so new doors will match with existing doors at the facility. 
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, upon the recommendation of the County Building and 
Purchasing Committee, hereby approve quote to replace one (1) - 12 x 12 and one (1) - 10 x 12 
overhead garage doors with windows at 1200 No. State Street Garage Facility to Midwest Garage 
Doors of Fairmont in the amount of $11,800.00.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Korte presented the 2022 Business Subsidy Tax Abatements report addressing four (4) abatements 
that the Board has given out to Trimont Town Center, Zierke Built Manufacturing, Inc., CHS, Inc., 
and Arthur Andrews; and if each business has met its abatement goals. 
 
Trimont Town Center 
Starting with payable The Town Center has met its goals.  The Tax Abatement can be paid out for 
2022. 
 
Zierke Built Manufacturing Inc. 
Zierke met its goals of: 

• Relocating and retaining 35 employees, with an hourly wage including benefits of at least 
$16.00 within two years from the Benefit date; and 

• Creating 15 full time jobs in connection with the development of the project which will 
pay hourly wages and benefits of at least $16.00 per hour. 

Zierke did not meet the goals of: 
• Creating an additional 15 full time jobs within 5 years from the benefit date, which will 

pay hourly wages of at least $16.00 per hour. 

Korte read Per the agreement (page 6, Section 3.7, paragraph 2):  If none of the Goals are met, the 
Developer agrees to repay all of the Business Subsidy to the County, plus interest (“Interest”) set 
at the implicit price deflator defined in Minnesota Statutes, Section 275.70, Subdivision 2, accruing 
from and after the Benefit Date, compounded semiannually.  If the Goals are met in part, the 
Developer will repay a portion of the Business Subsidy (plus Interest) determined by multiplying 
the Business Subsidy by a fraction, the numerator of which is the number of jobs in the Goals 
which were not created at the wage level set forth above and the denominator of which is thirty 
(30) (i.e., number of jobs set forth in the Goals). 
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Korte noted that recommended action would be if the Board chooses, amend the agreement to give 
Zierke Built Manufacturing more time to meet goals.  If the Board decides not to do that, per the 
agreement, a portion of the abatement agreement is to be paid back. 
 
CHS, Inc. 
CHS has met its goals for reporting year of taxes payable 2022 to retain at least 52 jobs of at least 
$17.00 per hour, plus benefits, from the benefit date. 
 
Arthur Andrews 
The goals of retaining 42 employees currently employed by the Tenant at an hourly wage of at 
least $12.50 per hour plus benefits within 2 years from the benefit date seems to be not met, as 
only 41 were reported, however, the Company has new hires. 
 
Much discussion ensued pertaining to the Zierke Built Manufacturing, CHS, and Arthur Andrews 
business tax abatements. 
 
After discussion,  
 
No action taken on review/status report for approved Business Tax Abatements. 
 
The Board reviewed CY2023 budget allocation requests from Minnesota Valley Action Council 
in the amount of $11,869; and from SBDC in the amount of $2,000. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby receive and file the CY2023 Budget Allocation 
Request received from Minnesota Valley Action Council in the amount of $11,869; and from 
SBDC in the amount of $2,000.  Carried unanimously. 
 
The Board reviewed Warrants, Auditor Warrants, and EFT Transactions to be paid June 7, 2022. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve Warrants, Auditor Warrants, and EFT 
Transactions to be paid on June 7, 2022, and includes the Highway Department bills and Drainage 
bills as presented.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Warrants received and paid June 7, 2022, are registered on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office 
as follows: 
 
Revenue Fund – Warrants Approved June 7, 2022   $238,146.99 
Enhanced 9-1-1 Fund       $  21,945.00 
Martin County Economic Development Fund   $         56.80 
Solid Waste Management Fund     $    6,291.89 
Human Services Fund       $319,166.75 
Recorder’s Technology Fund      $       950.20 
Building – CIP – Fund      $  16,284.71 
Human Service Building Fund     $    2,905.69 
        Total $605,748.03 
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Road and Bridge Funds Totaled     $  78,939.57 
Martin County Ditch Funds Totaled     $320,212.61 
 
Commissioners reviewed their calendars of previous and upcoming meetings and activities: May 
17, 2022 – Justice Center Bonding Committee meeting with Representative Bjorn Olson; May 18, 
2022 – Human Services meeting; May 19, 2022 – Des Moines River Watershed One Watershed 
One Plan meeting, Traverse des Sioux Library meeting; May 20, 2022 – Justice Center Design 
Committee meeting; May 23, 2022 – Justice Center Bonding Committee meeting, Kinship of 
Martin County meeting, Rural Minnesota Energy Board meeting; May 24, 2022 – Personnel 
Committee meeting, Building and Purchasing Committee meeting, Planning and Zoning meeting 
at 5:30 p.m., and Convention and Visitors Bureau meeting; May 25, 2022 – Canvass Board 
meeting, South Central Minnesota Multi-County HRA meeting; May 26, 2022 – South Central 
EMS meeting in Eagle Lake, MN, Going Hog Wild in Martin County unveiling; May 30, 2022 – 
Memorial Day Observed – Courthouse Closed; June 1, 2022 – Commissioner Belgard received a 
call from Chuck Mixson (Martin County Veterans Memorial Committee member) regarding a 
project they wanted to do there.  There is no water on-site and they want to add a hydrant.  They 
checked with the City of Fairmont they would winterize it so Mixson was lining that up and said 
he forgot to get in touch with us and the cost is $2,500.  Commissioner Belgard told Mixson to do 
it and will be expensed from the MCVM Committees own money; June 3, 2022 – Justice Center 
Bonding Committee meeting; June 6, 2022 – Martin County EDA meeting at 5:15 p.m.; June 8, 
2022 – AMC District 7 meeting, County Extension Committee meeting, Martin County Parks/Trail 
Committee; June 9, 2022 – Justice Center meeting, Annual Martin County Township meeting; 
June 10, 2022 – F-M Joint County Transit Executive Board meeting at 8:00 a.m.; June 14, 2022 – 
Library Board meeting; June 15, 2022 – Human Services meeting, Personnel Committee meeting; 
June 16, 2022 – Traverse des Sioux Library meeting; June 17, 2022 – Prairieland meeting; June 
20, 2022 – South Central Workforce meeting; June 21, 2022 – regular Board of Commissioners 
meeting at 9:00 a.m. – Commissioners Meeting Room – Martin County Courthouse, Board of 
Equalization meeting at 6:30 p.m., Tech Committee meeting at 1:30 p.m., Carbon Solutions 
meeting at 5:00 p.m. at Red Rock Center for the Arts. 
 
With no further business to wit, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Smith, to adjourn the meeting.  
Carried unanimously.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:13 a.m. 
 
        BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
        MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Elliot Belgard, Board Chair 
 
ATTEST:______________________________ 
     Scott Higgins, County Coordinator  


